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Which community?  
V&V This activity begins to look at cultural diversity and unity and the 
whole notion of what is a community. It develops a sense of self, in 
terms of ‘who am I in relation to the community?’. 

 

What are you doing now? 

 You may be doing some practical Maths with work on sets. 

 You may be studying your locality in Geography. 

 You may be starting to study a novel on gangs or groups such as 

“The Outsiders” ( Hinton, 1967)   

You might like to try 

This is an activity which highlights the fact that we are each part of many different 
overlapping communities; that community is complex and may be defined in terms of 
geography, faith, culture, endeavour, interest, lifestyle etc. 
 

1) Ask the students to move physically into sets. For example, all those who live in a 
village in one set, all those who live in a town in another set, and all those in between 
or not sure in a third set. Other possible sets might include the following at the 
teacher’s discretion: 

 those who speak/do not speak more than one language; 

 those who watch/do not watch football 

 cyclists/non-cyclists; 

 those who play/do not play sport, music; 

 those who are concerned/not too concerned about environmental issues; 

 girls/boys 

 those who have/do not have relatives overseas; 

 those who are Muslim, Jewish, Christian, atheist, of no faith etc. 

2) Ask what other sets could be used and list the different sets identified. 
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3) Some questions you might like to discuss:  

 which sets do you regard as communities? 

 what do you think makes a set a community? 

4) Ask the students in pairs to draw Venn diagrams to 

show which sets, or communities, they themselves 

are in. (See variation below) 

5) Some more questions you might like to discuss: 

 Are you surprised by the number and variety of communities? 

 Which do you really enjoy being a part of? Why?  

 Which do you not really enjoy being a part of?  Why? 

 Think of some people in the communities of which we are part, but who are 

not in this class. 

 Which is/are the most important to you? 

 Are there any communities that do not get on well together? 

 Why not? What can we do to change this? 

6) Discussion could be followed with the students painting a composite class mural of 

the different groups/communities within the class or school. 

 

Variation for step 4. above 

Give the students a paper plate each and ask them to 
decorate it to show the communities of which they are part.  
They should not put their names on the front of the plate.  
The plates are displayed and students may like to see how 
well they know their classmates by guessing who made each 
one.  It can be good to follow this on with what they have 
learned about each other which they did not know before.  

What should young people do with 
their lives today? Many things, 
obviously. But the most daring 
thing is to create stable 
communities in which the terrible 
disease of loneliness can be cured. 

Kurt Vonnegut 
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